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In receiving the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1999, Gunter Grass, a prominent and controversial figure in the
ongoing discussion of the German past and reunification, finally gained recognition as Germany's greatest
living author and as a writer of international importance and acclaim. If there is one book in post-1945
German literature that is known throughout the world, it is Grass's novel The Tin Drum (1959), which
remains one of the most important works of literature for the construction of postwar German identity. Peter
Arnds offers a completely new reading of this novel, analyzing an aspect of Grass's literary treatment of
German history that has never been examined in detail: the Nazi ideology of race and eugenics, which
resulted in the persecution of so-called asocials (including the physically and mentally handicapped,
criminals, homosexuals, and vagabonds) as 'life unworthy of life,' their extermination in psychiatric
institutions in the Third Reich, and their marginalization in the Adenauer period. Arnds shows that in order
to represent the Nazi past and subvert bourgeois paradigms of rationalism, Grass revives several facets of
popular culture that National Socialism either suppressed or manipulated for its ideology of racism. In
structure and content Grass's novel connects the persecution of degenerate art to the persecution and
extermination of these 'asocials,' for whom the persecuted dwarf-protagonist Oskar Matzerath becomes a
central metaphor and voice. This comparative study reveals that through intertextuality with the European
fairy-tale tradition, the picaresque novels of Rabelais and Grimmelshausen, and through an array of
carnivalesque figures--the mythological trickster, the clown, the fool, and the harlequin--Grass creates an
irrational counterculture opposed to the rationalism of Nazi science and its obsession with racial hygiene,
while simultaneously exposing the continuity of this destructive rationalism in postwar Germany and the
absurdity of a Stunde Null, that putative tabula rasa in 1945.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book Representation, Subversion, and Eugenics in Günter
Grass's The Tin Drum (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) had been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
book Representation, Subversion, and Eugenics in Günter Grass's The Tin Drum (Studies in German
Literature Linguistics and Culture) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Representation, Subversion, and Eugenics in Günter Grass's The Tin Drum
(Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture). You never sense lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Ivan Caputo:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Representation, Subversion,
and Eugenics in Günter Grass's The Tin Drum (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) book
as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Nancy Baumgardner:

The book with title Representation, Subversion, and Eugenics in Günter Grass's The Tin Drum (Studies in
German Literature Linguistics and Culture) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Donna Young:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Representation, Subversion, and Eugenics in Günter Grass's The Tin Drum (Studies in German
Literature Linguistics and Culture) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people?
Being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your



aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Representation, Subversion, and Eugenics in
Günter Grass's The Tin Drum (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture). You can more
attractive than now.
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