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The synagogue remains a central institution in Jewish life as a place of study, worship, and assembly, but
each day brings word of a new challenging development within each of the larger movements to which
synagogues belong—Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist. Jewish religious communities
today share a number of challenges, from the increase in secular or unaffiliated Jews to emerging Jewish
spiritual communities forming outside the synagogue. There has never been a more compelling need for a
wide-ranging discussion of the diverse issues facing American Judaism.
Brought together by Zachary I. Heller, associate director of the National Center for Jewish Policy Studies,
and an editorial team which included Rabbis David Gordis, Hayim Herring, and Sanford Seltzer, twenty of
the leading Jewish thinkers—rabbis, scholars, authors, professors, activists, and experts in the study of the
American synagogue—have contributed to this comprehensive collection of essays. Each writer brings
unique expertise and perspective in describing the development of contemporary religious movements
(denominations) in American Judaism, their interrelationships and tensions, and their prospects for the
future. Their combined voices create a timely discussion of the many urgent issues bearing down on
American synagogues.
Contributors to Synagogues in a Time of Change take on the changing dynamics of synagogue life, its
organization into movements, and the organic changes taking place that are causing those movements to lose
their coherence and strength, both internally and as an attractive force for seekers of Jewish religious
tradition and expression. They address the current fiscal issues that face the movement organizations and the
broader questions of their future stability as well as their significance and continued relevance to individual
congregations. Ultimately, the book is a catalyst for personal reflection and public discussion on the past,
present and future of the American synagogue.
The issues faced by Judaism in America are not unique to Jewish religious movements. Many of the issues
facing synagogues will be familiar to those of all faiths. Indeed, the book includes an essay by Rodney L.
Petersen of the Boston Theological Institute on denominationalism, nondenominationalism, and
postdenominationalism in American Christian communities that helps us see these parallels. Religious
groups of all kinds will find reflections of common struggles that can provide a vehicle for constructive
conversations about their own pressing issues.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Banister:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Synagogues in a Time of Change:
Fragmentation and Diversity in Jewish Religious Movements will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Leonard Jones:

This book untitled Synagogues in a Time of Change: Fragmentation and Diversity in Jewish Religious
Movements to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or
you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this e-book from your list.

Martina Lassiter:

This Synagogues in a Time of Change: Fragmentation and Diversity in Jewish Religious Movements is great
reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we
can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Synagogues in a Time of Change: Fragmentation and Diversity in Jewish
Religious Movements in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Ana Vela:

This Synagogues in a Time of Change: Fragmentation and Diversity in Jewish Religious Movements is fresh
way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this Synagogues in a Time of Change: Fragmentation and Diversity in Jewish Religious
Movements can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy
to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the



answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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