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The first major study of school desegregation in a Virginia locality to appear in over twenty-five years, The
Color of Their Skin traces the evolution of the Richmond public schools from segregation to desegregation
to resegregation over the decades following the Brown decision. Robert A. Pratt explores the undercurrents
of white opposition to the dismantling of the "separate but equal" system and analyzes the overall impact of
the process on the life of the city. In doing so he has given us a portrait of a society moving, in some ways,
backward in time. Although Richmond's "passive resistance" to integration was not unique, it was notable for
having occurred within the broader context of statewide "massive resistance." The schools of Richmond,
unlike those in some other localities in Virginia, remained open but segregated, a policy designed to avoid
integration without flagrant defiance of the law. By choosing this subtler form of defiance, city officials were
able, in effect, to stave off integration for nearly two decades. The Color of Their Skin also covers Richmond
politics concerning the issue. The clash of conservative idealogues such as James J. Kilpatrick and former
governor Mills Godwin with activist black attorneys like Oliver W. Hill and Samuel W. Tucker bred a
"conservatively" moderate element that was represented on the Richmond school board by the likes of board
president (and later Supreme Court Justice) Lewis F. Powell. Powell attempted to chart a course between the
extreme factions, a course that Pratt accurately describes as "tokenism, " since only a handful of blacks was
ever admitted to Richmond's schools until the 1970 school busing decree. Pratt demonstrates howthe impact
of school desegregation was felt beyond the schools, in the demographics of the city itself. Because of the
glacial slowness of the integration process, intransigent whites had time to flee the city school system and to
establish their children in private or suburban pub
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From reader reviews:

William Sebastian:

This The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson
Institute Series in Black Studies) are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The reason why of this The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter
G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Color of Their Skin: Education and
Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Thomas Welty:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson
Institute Series in Black Studies) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
prior to. The The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G.
Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) giving you one more experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning
a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Douglas Ayer:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Color of Their Skin: Education and
Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) can give you a
lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in
Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies).

Donna Layne:

You can obtain this The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G.



Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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