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Over the last 40 years, the US penal system has grown at an unprecedented rate—five times larger than in
the past and grossly out of scale with the rest of the world. In The Punishment Imperative, eminent
criminologists Todd R. Clear and Natasha A. Frost argue that America’s move to mass incarceration from
the 1960s to the early 2000s was more than just a response to crime or a collection of policies adopted in
isolation; it was a grand social experiment. Tracing a wide array of trends related to the criminal justice
system, this book charts the rise of penal severity in America and speculates that a variety of forces—fiscal,
political, and evidentiary—have finally come together to bring this great social experiment to an end. The
authors stress that while the doubling of the crime rate in the late 1960s represented one of the most pressing
social problems at the time, it was instead the way crime posed a political problem—and thereby offered a
political opportunity—that became the basis for the great rise in punishment. Clear and Frost contend that the
public’s growing realization that the severe policies themselves, not growing crime rates, were the main
cause of increased incarceration eventually led to a surge of interest in taking a more rehabilitative,
pragmatic, and cooperative approach to dealing with criminal offenders that still continues to this day. Part
historical study, part forward-looking policy analysis, The Punishment Imperative is a compelling study of a
generation of crime and punishment in America. 
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Townsend:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Punishment
Imperative: The Rise and Failure of Mass Incarceration in America suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Punishment Imperative: The Rise and Failure
of Mass Incarceration in Americais the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Douglas Holmes:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Punishment Imperative: The Rise
and Failure of Mass Incarceration in America is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mitchell Boone:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Punishment Imperative: The Rise and
Failure of Mass Incarceration in America can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this
one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me
have The Punishment Imperative: The Rise and Failure of Mass Incarceration in America.

Belinda Tenney:

You may get this The Punishment Imperative: The Rise and Failure of Mass Incarceration in America by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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