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“Danger was all that thrilled him,” Dick Byrd’s mother once remarked, and from his first pioneering aviation
adventures in Greenland in 1925, through his daring flights to the top and bottom of the world and across the
Atlantic, Richard E. Byrd dominated the American consciousness during the tumultuous decades between
the world wars. He was revered more than Charles Lindbergh, deliberately exploiting the public’s hunger for
vicarious adventure. Yet some suspected him of being a poseur, and a handful reviled him as a charlatan who
claimed great deeds he never really accomplished.

Then he overreached himself, foolishly choosing to endure a blizzard-lashed six-month polar night alone at
an advance weather observation post more than one hundred long miles down a massive Antarctic ice shelf.
His ordeal proved soul-shattering, his rescue one of the great epics of polar history. As his star began to
wane, enemies grew bolder, and he struggled to maintain his popularity and political influence, while polar
exploration became progressively bureaucratized and militarized. Yet he chose to return again and again to
the beautiful, hateful, haunted secret land at the bottom of the earth, claiming, not without justification, that
he was “Mayor of this place.”

Lisle A. Rose has delved into Byrd’s recently available papers together with those of his supporters and
detractors to present the first complete, balanced biography of one of recent history’s most dynamic figures.
Explorer covers the breadth of Byrd’s astonishing life, from the early days of naval aviation through his
years of political activism to his final efforts to dominate Washington’s growing interest in Antarctica.   Rose
recounts with particular care Byrd’s two privately mounted South Polar expeditions, bringing to bear new
research that adds considerable depth to what we already know. He offers views of Byrd’s adventures that
challenge earlier criticism of him—including the controversy over his claim to being the first to have flown
over the North Pole in 1926—and shows that the critics’ arguments do not always mesh with historical
evidence.

Throughout this compelling narrative, Rose offers a balanced view of an ambitious individual who was
willing to exaggerate but always adhered to his principles—a man with a vision of himself and the world that
inspired others, who cultivated the rich and famous, and who used his notoriety to espouse causes such as
world peace. Explorer paints a vivid picture of a brilliant but flawed egoist, offering the definitive biography
of the man and armchair adventure of the highest order.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
Explorer: The Life of Richard E. Byrd.

John Kuykendall:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Explorer: The Life
of Richard E. Byrd, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Dena Jacobs:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. Explorer: The Life of Richard E. Byrd can be your answer as it can be read by a person who
have those short extra time problems.

Gail Blakely:

You can get this Explorer: The Life of Richard E. Byrd by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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