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This book is a highly readable, comprehensive study that has established itself as the definitive work on the
diaconate. Drawing upon original sources, the book provides valuable insights into the development of the
office of the deacon in the early church and situates it within the context of the church's total ministry. Dr.
Barnett contends that a radical change in the nature and understanding of the church's ministry took place in
the fourth century. A ministry that had included the whole people of God in a horizontal, organic structure
gave way to one that was clerical and hierarchical. This change, among other factors, eventually transformed
the diaconate into an inconsequential, transitional office on the way to the priesthood. Responding to the
present-day revival of the diaconate in the Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Lutheran, and other churches, Barnett
calls for a restoration of the office to its original place as full and equal order, thus re-creating the great
symbol of the servant ministry that Christ gave to all the church. James Monroe Barnett, now living in
retirement in Omaha, is the former rector of Trinity Episcopal Church, Norfolk, NE.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Herrera:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Diaconate: A Full and
Equal Order? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Jon Estrada:

This The Diaconate: A Full and Equal Order book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
The Diaconate: A Full and Equal Order without we understand teach the one who reading through it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Diaconate: A Full and Equal Order can bring
any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even phone. This The Diaconate: A Full and Equal Order having fine arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Kidd:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Diaconate: A Full and Equal Order is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Robert Maas:

This book untitled The Diaconate: A Full and Equal Order to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.
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