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Pneumonia?Osler's "Captain of the Men of Death" and still the leading infectious cause of death in the
United States?has until now received scant attention from historians. In Pneumonia Before Antibiotics,
clinician-historian Scott H. Podolsky uses pneumonia's enduring prevalence and its centrality to the medical
profession's therapeutic self-identity to examine the evolution of therapeutics in twentieth-century America.

Focusing largely on the treatment of pneumonia in first half of the century with type-specific serotherapy,
Podolsky provides insight into the rise and clinical evaluation of therapeutic "specifics," the contested
domains of private practice and public health, and-as the treatment of pneumonia made the transition from
serotherapy to chemotherapy and antibiotics?the tempo and mode of therapeutic change itself. Type-specific
serotherapy, founded on the tenets of applied immunology, justified by controlled clinical trials, and
grounded in a novel public ethos, was deemed revolutionary when it emerged to replace supportive
therapeutics. With the advent of the even more revolutionary sulfa drugs and antibiotics, pneumonia ceased
to be a public health concern and became instead an illness treated in individual patients by individual
physicians. Podolsky describes the new therapeutics and the scientists and practitioners who developed and
debated them. He finds that, rather than representing a barren era in anticipation of some unknown
transformation to come, the first decades of the twentieth-century shaped the use of, and reliance upon, the
therapeutic specific throughout the century and beyond. This intriguing study will interest historians of
medicine and science, policymakers, and clinicians alike.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

This Pneumonia Before Antibiotics: Therapeutic Evolution and Evaluation in Twentieth-Century America
book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive
by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Pneumonia Before Antibiotics: Therapeutic
Evolution and Evaluation in Twentieth-Century America without we comprehend teach the one who
studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Pneumonia Before Antibiotics:
Therapeutic Evolution and Evaluation in Twentieth-Century America can bring once you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Pneumonia Before Antibiotics: Therapeutic Evolution and Evaluation in Twentieth-Century
America having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Bobby Blade:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is usually Pneumonia Before Antibiotics: Therapeutic Evolution and Evaluation in Twentieth-
Century America.

Josue Denson:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Pneumonia Before Antibiotics: Therapeutic Evolution and Evaluation in Twentieth-Century America
offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Christopher Hill:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Pneumonia Before Antibiotics: Therapeutic
Evolution and Evaluation in Twentieth-Century America was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Pneumonia Before Antibiotics: Therapeutic Evolution and Evaluation in Twentieth-
Century America has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all



of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading this.
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