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From its creation in the early fourteenth century to its dissolution in the sixteenth, the nunnery at Dartford
was among the richest in England. Although obliged to support not only its own community but also a priory
of Dominican friars at King's Langley, Dartford prospered. Records attest to the business skill of the
Dartford nuns, as they managed the house's numerous holdings of land and property, together with the rents
and services owed them. That the Dartford nuns were capable businesswomen is not surprising, since the
house was also a center of female education.

For Nancy Bradley Warren, the story of Dartford exemplifies the vibrancy of nuns' material and spiritual
lives in later medieval England. Revising the long-held view that fourteenth- and fifteenth-century English
nunneries were impoverished both financially and religiously, Warren clarifies that the women in female
monastic communities like Dartford were not woefully incompetent at managing their affairs. Instead, she
reveals the complex role of female monasticism in diverse systems of production and exchange. Like the
nuns at Dartford, women religious in late medieval England were enmeshed in material, symbolic, political,
and spiritual economies that were at times in harmony and at other times in conflict with each other.

Building on emerging cross-disciplinary trends in feminist scholarship on medieval religion, Warren extends
ongoing debates about textual and economic constructions of women's identities to the rarely considered
evidence of monastic theory and practice. To this end, Spiritual Economies emphasizes that the cloister was
not impermeable. As worldly forces such as economic trends and political conflicts affected life in the
nunneries, so too did religious practices have political impact. In breaking down the convent wall, Warren
also succeeds in breaching the boundaries separating the material and the symbolic, the religious and the
secular, the literary and the historical. She turns to a wide range of sources—from legislative texts, court
records, and financial accounts to devotional treatises and political propaganda—to explore the centrality of
female monasticism to the flowering of female spirituality and to the later Middle Ages at large.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Spiritual Economies: Female Monasticism in Later Medieval England (The
Middle Ages Series). Try to the actual book Spiritual Economies: Female Monasticism in Later Medieval
England (The Middle Ages Series) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Tasha Page:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Spiritual Economies:
Female Monasticism in Later Medieval England (The Middle Ages Series).

John Carter:

Beside this specific Spiritual Economies: Female Monasticism in Later Medieval England (The Middle Ages
Series) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Spiritual Economies: Female Monasticism
in Later Medieval England (The Middle Ages Series) because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it
from currently!

James Sanchez:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Spiritual Economies: Female Monasticism in Later Medieval England (The Middle
Ages Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add



your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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