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When James K. Polk was elected president in 1844, the United States was locked in a bitter diplomatic
struggle with Britain over the rich lands of the Oregon Territory, which included what is now Washington,
Oregon, and Idaho. Texas, not yet part of the Union, was threatened by a more powerful Mexico. And the
territories north and west of Texas -- what would become California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico,
and part of Colorado -- belonged to Mexico. When Polk relinquished office four years later, the country had
grown by more than a third as all these lands were added. The continental United States, as we know it
today, was established -- facing two oceans and positioned to dominate both.

In a one-term presidency, Polk completed the story of America's Manifest Destiny -- extending its territory
across the continent, from sea to sea, by threatening England and manufacturing a controversial and
unpopular two-year war with Mexico that Abraham Lincoln, in Congress at the time, opposed as preemptive.

Robert Merry tells this story through powerful debates and towering figures -- the outgoing President John
Tyler and Polk's great mentor, Andrew Jackson; his defeated Whig opponent, Henry Clay; two famous
generals, Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott; Secretary of State James Buchanan (who would precede
Lincoln as president); Senate giants Thomas Hart Benton and Lewis Cass; Daniel Webster and John C.
Calhoun; and ex-president Martin Van Buren, like Polk a Jackson protégé but now a Polk rival.

This was a time of tremendous clashing forces. A surging antislavery sentiment was at the center of the
territorial fight. The struggle between a slave-owning South and an opposing North was leading inexorably
to Civil War. In a gripping narrative, Robert Merry illuminates a crucial epoch in U.S. history.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Country of Vast Designs: James K. Polk, the Mexican War
and the Conquest of the American Continent.

Charles Baker:

This A Country of Vast Designs: James K. Polk, the Mexican War and the Conquest of the American
Continent book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This A Country of Vast Designs: James
K. Polk, the Mexican War and the Conquest of the American Continent without we recognize teach the one
who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry A Country of
Vast Designs: James K. Polk, the Mexican War and the Conquest of the American Continent can bring any
time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even phone. This A Country of Vast Designs: James K. Polk, the Mexican War and the
Conquest of the American Continent having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Stella Keith:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list is A Country of Vast Designs: James K. Polk, the Mexican War and the
Conquest of the American Continent. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Roman Morris:

You will get this A Country of Vast Designs: James K. Polk, the Mexican War and the Conquest of the
American Continent by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written
or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking



from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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