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There was a time when birth was treated as a natural process rather than a medical condition. Before 1800,
women gave birth seated in birth chairs or on stools and were helped along by midwives. Then societal
changes in attitudes toward women and the practice of medicine made birthing a province of the male-
dominated medical profession. In Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine, Amanda Carson Banks examines
the history of the birth chair and tells how this birthing device changed over time. Through photographs,
artists' renditions of births, interviews, and texts from midwives and early obstetricians, she creates an
evolutionary picture of birthing practices and highlights the radical redefinition of birth that has occurred in
the last two centuries. During the 1800s the change from a natural philosophy of birth to a medical one was
partly a result of heightened understandings of anatomy and physiology. The medical profession was
growing, and with it grew the awareness of the economic rewards of making delivery a specialized practice.
In the background of the medical profession's rise was the prevailing perception of women as fragile
invalids. Gradually, midwives and birth chairs were relegated to rural and isolated settings. The popularity of
birth chairs has seen a revival in the late twentieth century as the struggle between medical obstetrics and the
alternative birth movement has grown. As Banks shows through her careful examination of the chairs
themselves, these questions have been answered and reconsidered many times in human history. Using the
artifacts from the home and medical office, Banks traces sweeping societal changes in the philosophy of how
to bring life into the world.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ehlers:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Birth Chairs,
Midwives, and Medicine book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Jodie Long:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine book
as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jane Hanscom:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely
Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine.

Farah McCune:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine can be
the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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