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In this bracing and original book, Geoffrey Galt Harpham argues that today’s humanities are an invention of
the American academy in the years following World War II, when they were first conceived as an expression
of American culture and an instrument of American national interests. The humanities portray a “dream of
America” in two senses: they represent an aspiration of Americans since the first days of the Republic for a
state so secure and prosperous that people could enjoy and appreciate culture for its own sake; and they
embody in academic terms an idealized conception of the American national character.  Although they are
struggling to retain their status in America, the concept of the humanities has spread to other parts of the
world and remains one of America's most distinctive and valuable contributions to higher education.

 

The Humanities and the Dream of America explores a number of linked problems that have emerged in
recent years: the role, at once inspiring and disturbing, played by philology in the formation of the
humanities; the reasons for the humanities’ perpetual state of “crisis”; the shaping role of philanthropy in the
humanities; and the new possibilities for literary study offered by the subject of pleasure. Framed by essays
that draw on Harpham’s pedagogical experiences abroad and as a lecturer at the U.S. Air Force Academy, as
well as his vantage as director of the National Humanities Center, this book provides an essential perspective
on the history, ideology, and future of this important topic.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their
can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Humanities and the Dream of America to read.

Rita Dubois:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Humanities and the Dream of America why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Cathy Thomas:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Humanities and the Dream
of America or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes The Humanities and the Dream of America to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.

Mark Thomas:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Humanities and the Dream of America when you required it?
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