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Thomas Jefferson was an avid book-collector, a voracious reader, and a gifted writer, a man who prided
himself on his knowledge of classical and modern languages and whose marginal annotations include
quotations from Euripides, Herodotus, and Milton. And yet there has never been a literary life of our most
literary president.

In The Road to Monticello, Kevin J. Hayes fills this important gap by offering a lively account of Jefferson's
intellectual development, focusing on the books that exerted the most profound influence on his writing and
thinking. Moving chronologically through Jefferson's life, Hayes reveals the full range and depth of
Jefferson's literary passions, from the popular "small books" sold by traveling chapmen, such as The History
of Fortunatas and The History of Tom Thumb that enthralled him as a child, to his lifelong love of Aesop's
Fables and Robinson Crusoe, his engagement with Horace, Ovid, Virgil and other writers of classical
antiquity, and his deep affinity with the melancholy verse of Ossian, the legendary third-century Gaelic
warrior-poet. Drawing on Jefferson's letters, journals, and commonplace books, Hayes offers a wealth of new
scholarship on the literary culture of colonial America, identifies previously unknown books held in
Jefferson's libraries, reconstructs Jefferson's investigations of such different fields of knowledge as law,
history, philosophy, and natural science and, most importantly, lays bare the ideas which informed the
thinking of America's first great intellectual.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Blakely:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Road to
Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson book as beginning and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Deborah Knight:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer involving The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson content conveys prospect
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but
it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of
Thomas Jefferson is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Audrey Spence:

Exactly why? Because this The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Miranda Wenger:

The book untitled The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order



it. Have a nice read.
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