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When award-winning journalist Dave Jamieson’s parents sold his childhood home a few years ago, he
rediscovered a prized boyhood possession: his baseball card collection. Now was the time to cash in on the
“investments” of his youth. But all the card shops had closed, and cards were selling for next to nothing
online. What had happened? In Mint Condition, his fascinating, eye-opening, endlessly entertaining book,
Jamieson finds the answer by tracing the complete story of this beloved piece of American childhood.
Picture cards had long been used for advertising, but after the Civil War, tobacco companies started slipping
them into cigarette packs as collector’s items. Before long, the cards were wagging the cigarettes. In the
1930s, cards helped gum and candy makers survive the Great Depression. In the 1960s, royalties from cards
helped transform the baseball players association into one of the country’s most powerful unions,
dramatically altering the game. In the ’80s and ’90s, cards went through a spectacular bubble, becoming a
billion-dollar-a-year industry before all but disappearing, surviving today as the rarified preserve of adult
collectors. Mint Condition is charming, original history brimming with colorful characters, sure to delight
baseball fans and collectors.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Holmes:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Mint Condition: How
Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Lucille Grant:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you actually is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an
American Obsession is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Joyce Washington:

Typically the book Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession has a lot details on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Shirley Hinkle:

Exactly why? Because this Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.
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