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What does it mean to be both a professor of philosophy and a public intellectual in an age when every CEO
is hailed as an intellectual, every adman a visionary? When the opinions of TV pundits and 'fast thinkers'
seem to carry the day? When academics bemoan the loss of critical engagement and dialogue?

The essays and book reviews collected in Practical Judgments represent popular Toronto philosopher and
cultural theorist Mark Kingwell's negotiation of the space where academe collides with the world outside the
ivory tower. Kingwell considers cricket and consciousness, dandies and television, the ethics of books and
lifestyles, and the possibility of critical theory. He looks to Nietzsche, Husserl, and Adorno for inspiration,
but also to Cary Grant, Bruce Mau, and Jorge Luis Borges.

Throughout, Kingwell shows a deep respect for the philosophical enterprise in its peculiar current conditions
and a commitment to think sharply and with self-awareness about these conditions. Intended as both a
philosophical examination of the commonplace virtues of wonder, civility, and common sense, and a realistic
illustration of how Kingwell sees them working, Practical Judgments calls attention to the process of
thinking and, by example, encourages the reader to engage in similar philosophizing. The book itself is
structured to show the arc of thought, from the more abstract, scholarly examinations of people and ideas, to
critical reflections on the impetus for philosophy and its possibilities as a force for change in the world
around us.

Practical Judgments reveals the sources and developments of Kingwell's thought and examines the nature
and limits of intellectual engagement. It displays Kingwell's political commitment to a hermeneutic form of
social democracy by revealing a careful attention to the texture of daily cultural affairs. Arguing for a form
of critical engagement without which political action is impossible, Kingwell shows that attention to
everyday life is worthwhile both in itself and as part of a larger philosophical endeavour.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Haase:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Practical Judgments:
Essays in Culture, Politics, and Interpretation suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Practical Judgments: Essays in Culture, Politics, and Interpretationis the
one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Jack Nguyen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Practical Judgments: Essays in
Culture, Politics, and Interpretation guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Practical Judgments:
Essays in Culture, Politics, and Interpretation as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This
is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Christopher Palmer:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Practical Judgments: Essays in
Culture, Politics, and Interpretation or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Practical Judgments: Essays in Culture, Politics, and
Interpretation to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Richard Mason:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Practical Judgments: Essays in Culture, Politics, and Interpretation we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book



that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Practical Judgments:
Essays in Culture, Politics, and Interpretation. You can more appealing than now.
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