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Today when we think of covert operations, we think of American-backed mercenaries circulating through
jungle camps of Contra guerrillas, CIA agents plotting coups against governments in Chile and Libya, or the
lethal cigars used in an attempt to assassinate Castro. In the public imagination, these kinds of operations--
often seeming to go over the line, and always hidden from Congress and the American people--are a recent
innovation, a rogue offspring of the Cold War, and perhaps even a violation of the democratic ideals on
which this country was founded. But in this fascinating volume, Stephen F. Knott demonstrates that such
covert operations have a long history in the United States, dating back to the Founding Fathers themselves.
In Secret and Sanctioned, Knott reveals that presidents have relied upon clandestine activities since the
American Revolution. Indeed, many of the figures closely associated with American liberty were most active
in carrying out covert operations. George Washington, for instance, was not only his own spymaster during
the war of independence--corresponding with agents through letters written with invisible ink, creating fake
businesses as cover for his spies, and misleading the British by planting false information--but he even went
so far as to plan to kidnap King George III's son. Likewise, Thomas Jefferson once considered burning down
Saint Paul's Cathedral in London and, as president, wielded clandestine agents freely, whether against North
American Indians or North African Barbary states. (At one point, Jefferson plotted to overthrow the Pasha of
Tripoli by backing the man's estranged brother, then abandoned the brother when the Pasha sued for peace.)
Knott goes on to survey the continuing tradition of clandestine activities in later administrations, from Polk
to Lincoln and beyond. Their operations have a familiar ring, from covert support for disaffected elements in
Mexico in 1846, to planting stories in newspapers to demoralize the South and influence foreign opinion
during the Civil War, to the coordination of a coup in Hawaii to ensure annexation of the islands. And far
from taking Congress or the people into his confidence, the chief executive has always jealously guarded his
covert weapons from the prying eyes of Senators and Representatives, seeing such activities as a necessary
tool of statecraft and a constitutional expression of executive power.
In the years following the Watergate scandal, Congress launched a series of investigations into covert
operations that led many Americans to conclude that we had wandered far from the example of our Founding
Fathers. In Secret and Sanctioned, Knott sets the record straight, showing that the clandestine activities of the
postwar era did not mark a break in the American political tradition, nor a departure from our political
principles, but followed in a direct line from the understanding of executive power held by Washington and
Jefferson and many other American presidents.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Kingsbury:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Secret and Sanctioned: Covert Operations
and the American Presidency is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Edwin Courville:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Secret and Sanctioned: Covert Operations and the American Presidency offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Kathryn Bowen:

You may get this Secret and Sanctioned: Covert Operations and the American Presidency by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.

Barbara McGowan:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Secret and Sanctioned: Covert
Operations and the American Presidency to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Secret and Sanctioned: Covert Operations and
the American Presidency can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of the time.
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