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Philoxenos of Mabbug (c. 440-523) was a prolific late-antique theologian and polemicist who produced the
largest literary corpus to have survived in Syriac. He earned a reputation as the leading Syriac opponent of
the Council of Chalcedon (451) and its two-nature Christology. In The Practical Christology of Philoxenos
of Mabbug, David A. Michelson offers a new interpretation of Philoxenos' one-nature Christology by
interpreting the post-Chalcedonian doctrinal disputes through a holistic analysis of Philoxenos' life and
works. Michelson's exploration of the entire Philoxenian corpus reveals a miaphysite perspective on the
Christological controversies in which the intellectual clash was not primarily over defining doctrine. As a
metropolitan bishop, sponsor of a revised New Testament, and monastic theologian, Philoxenos was
principally concerned with matters of Christian praxis and the ascetic pursuit of divine knowledge. This book
shows how he opposed Chalcedonian Christology because he was convinced its 'intellectual' theological
method was inimical to the mystical pursuit of divine knowledge through liturgical and ascetic practice.
Philoxenos' polemical engagement drew upon a theological epistemology that he had adapted from late-
Nicene theologians including Ephrem, the Cappadocians, and Evagrius. Philoxenos argued that divine
knowledge was not to be achieved through human understanding or doctrinal inquiry. Instead, true divine
knowledge was attained through practice, specifically contemplation, reading of scripture, participation in
the liturgical mysteries, and ascetic discipline. Michelson considers each of these practices in turn to show
how Philoxenos contextualized opposition to Chalcedon as part of a larger vision of ascetic and spiritual
struggle. In short, for Philoxenos the doctrinally recondite conflict over Christology was foremost a practical
matter.
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From reader reviews:

Sharron Marty:

Why? Because this The Practical Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian Studies) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Charlotte Womble:

This The Practical Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian Studies) is great e-book for
you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The Practical Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian
Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Robert Watts:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Practical Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian Studies) provide you
with new experience in looking at a book.

Jim Molnar:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Practical Christology of Philoxenos of
Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian Studies) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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