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What does it mean to be a westerner? With all the mythology that has grown up about the American West, is
it even possible to describe "how it was, how it is, here, in the West—just that," in the words of Lynn
Stegner? Starting with that challenge, Stegner and Russell Rowland invited several dozen members of the
western literary tribe to write about living in the West and being a western writer in particular. West of 98
gathers sixty-six literary testimonies, in essays and poetry, from a stellar collection of writers who represent
every state west of the 98th parallel—a kind of Greek chorus of the most prominent voices in western
literature today, who seek to "characterize the West as each of us grew to know it, and, equally important,
the West that is still becoming."

In West of 98, western writers speak to the ways in which the West imprints itself on the people who live
there, as well as how the people of the West create the personality of the region. The writers explore the
western landscape—how it has been revered and abused across centuries—and the inescapable limitations its
aridity puts on all dreams of conquest and development. They dismantle the boosterism of manifest destiny
and the cowboy and mountain man ethos of every-man-for-himself, and show instead how we must create
new narratives of cooperation if we are to survive in this spare and beautiful country. The writers seek to
define the essence of both actual and metaphoric wilderness as they journey toward a West that might
honestly be called home.

A collective declaration not of our independence but of our interdependence with the land and with each
other, West of 98 opens up a whole new panorama of the western experience.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Richardson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them is this West of 98: Living and Writing the New American West.

April Robles:

The book West of 98: Living and Writing the New American West has a lot of information on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Thomas Smith:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The West
of 98: Living and Writing the New American West offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Alexandra Stafford:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and West of 98: Living and Writing the New
American West or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes West of 98: Living and Writing the New American West to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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