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Dedicated to the art of the United States, the Smithsonian American Art Museum contains works by more
than 7,000 artists and is widely regarded as an invaluable resource for the study and preservation of the
nation's cultural heritage. But as Lois Marie Fink shows in this probing narrative, the history of the museum
is hardly one of steady progress. Instead, it reads like a nineteenth-century melodrama, replete with villains
and heroes, destruction by fire, dashed hopes, and periods of subsistence survival?all leading eventually to a
happy ending. Originating as the art gallery stipulated in the 1846 founding legislation of the Smithsonian,
the museum developed within an institution that was essentially controlled by scientists. In its early years,
the museum's holdings included a diverse selection of art and artifacts, mostly donated from private
collections. Government support varied in response to shifting attitudes of officials and the public toward
American art, ranging from avid admiration at the turn of the twentieth century to a tepid response and an
almost total withdrawal of funding a generation later in favor of European masterworks. For decades the
museum followed scientific organizational principles in exhibitions and collection strategies. Far into the
twentieth century, accessions remained tied to nineteenth-century figurative art, reflecting the strength and
influence of anthropology and biological sciences at the Smithsonian. A key breakthrough for modern art
came in 1964 with the appointment of Smithsonian secretary Dillon Ripley, a scientist who strongly
promoted the art side of the institution. With renewed support for expanding the collection and programs, the
museum moved in 1968 to its present location in the Patent Office Building. In recounting the history of the
museum from 1846 to 1980, Fink unravels the various levels of institutional authority, power, governance,
and bureaucracy and shows how people at each level influenced the fortunes of the collection. She also
places changing concepts of art and museum practice in the context of national ideals and Washington
realities.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

Here thing why this kind of A History of the Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Intersection of Art,
Science, and Bureaucracy are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but
it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A History of the
Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Intersection of Art, Science, and Bureaucracy giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that
similar with A History of the Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Intersection of Art, Science, and
Bureaucracy. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of A History of the Smithsonian American Art Museum: The
Intersection of Art, Science, and Bureaucracy in e-book can be your alternative.

Kathryn Richardson:

The reserve untitled A History of the Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Intersection of Art, Science,
and Bureaucracy is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of A
History of the Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Intersection of Art, Science, and Bureaucracy from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Breanne Gardner:

This A History of the Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Intersection of Art, Science, and
Bureaucracy is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having little digest in reading this A History of the Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Intersection of
Art, Science, and Bureaucracy can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.

Robert Cox:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you



might have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That A History of the Smithsonian American
Art Museum: The Intersection of Art, Science, and Bureaucracy can give you a lot of good friends because
by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have A History of the Smithsonian American Art Museum:
The Intersection of Art, Science, and Bureaucracy.
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