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Democracy, Agency, and the State aims to contribute to a comparatively informed theory of democracy.
Professor O'Donnell begins by arguing that conceptions of 'the state' and 'democracy', and their respective
defining features, significantly influence each other. Using an approach that is both historical and analytical,
he traces this relationship through the idea of legally sanctioned and backed agency which grounds
democratic citizenship. From this standpoint he explores several aspects of the democratic regime and of the
state, distinguishing four constitutive dimensions (bureaucracy, legality, focus of collective identity, and
filter). He goes on to examine the role played by the idea of 'the nation' or 'the people', and the ways in which
the state represents itself to different sections of society, especially in countries marred by deep inequality
and pervasive poverty.

Drawing on the examples of democratic and non-democratic regime, he discusses the dialogical spaces
congenial to democracy, as well as examining the options that may or may not enable agency, and the
complex comparative and ethical issues raised by the intersection of agency with globalization and legal
pluralism.Throughout these discussions several comparative vistas are opened, especially but not exclusively
toward Latin America. The book concludes by offering a justification of democracy, even of the flawed
democracies that nowadays abound.

Oxford Studies in Democratization is a series for scholars and students of comparative politics and related
disciplines. Volumes concentrate on the comparative study of the democratization process that accompanied
the decline and termination of the cold war. The geographical focus of the series is primarily Latin America,
the Caribbean, Southern and Eastern Europe, and relevant experiences in Africa and Asia. The series editor
is Laurence Whitehead, Official Fellow, Nuffield College, Oxford University.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Democracy,
Agency, and the State: Theory with Comparative Intent (Oxford Studies in Democratization) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Democracy, Agency,
and the State: Theory with Comparative Intent (Oxford Studies in Democratization)is the one of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world within this book.

Juan Elam:

The publication untitled Democracy, Agency, and the State: Theory with Comparative Intent (Oxford
Studies in Democratization) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Democracy, Agency, and the
State: Theory with Comparative Intent (Oxford Studies in Democratization) from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.

Michael Farrell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book Democracy, Agency, and the State: Theory with Comparative Intent (Oxford
Studies in Democratization) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book features high quality.

Dallas Richardson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,



reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is usually Democracy, Agency, and the State: Theory with Comparative Intent (Oxford Studies in
Democratization).
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