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Some beg for forgiveness. Others claim innocence. At least three cheer for their favorite football teams.

Death waits for us all, but only those sentenced to death know the day and the hour—and only they can be
sure that their last words will be recorded for posterity. Last Words of the Executed presents an oral history
of American capital punishment, as heard from the gallows, the chair, and the gurney.

The product of seven years of extensive research by journalist Robert K. Elder, the book explores the cultural
value of these final statements and asks what we can learn from them. We hear from both the famous—such
as Nathan Hale, Joe Hill, Ted Bundy, and John Brown—and the forgotten, and their words give us
unprecedented glimpses into their lives, their crimes, and the world they inhabited. Organized by era and
method of execution, these final statements range from heartfelt to horrific. Some are calls for peace or cries
against injustice; others are accepting, confessional, or consoling; still others are venomous, rage-fueled
diatribes. Even the chills evoked by some of these last words are brought on in part by the shared humanity
we can’t ignore, their reminder that we all come to the same end, regardless of how we arrive there.

Last Words of the Executed is not a political book. Rather, Elder simply asks readers to listen closely to
these voices that echo history. The result is a riveting, moving testament from the darkest corners of society.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Permenter:

Here thing why that Last Words of the Executed are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Last Words of the Executed giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Last Words of the Executed. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Last
Words of the Executed in e-book can be your option.

Ila Robinette:

The reserve untitled Last Words of the Executed is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Last Words of the Executed from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Whitney Ortez:

Beside this specific Last Words of the Executed in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Last
Words of the Executed because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often
have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from today!

Harold Fleming:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Last Words of the Executed or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Last Words of the
Executed to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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