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This book presents in word and image the facade of Orvieto Cathedral, the reliefs of which are considered to
be among the most beautiful and powerful of the Trecento. The town of Orvieto, located half-way between
Rome and Florence, played an important and strategic role in the political struggles in Italy during the latter
part of the thirteenth century. Frequently the place of residence for popes and their Angevins allies, it became
the seat of the Curia under Pope Nicholas IV, which brought wealth and economic growth to the community.
Moreover, it enabled earlier plans for a new cathedral, initiated around 1285, to be finally realised. It was
Pope Nicholas himself who laid the foundation stone of the new Duomo in 1290, and although building
activity continued until well into the seventeenth century, most of the main portion of the building was
complete by 1308, creating a dazzling and unique Gothic structure. The facade of the Cathedral in particular,
is a masterpiece of design and relief sculpture. Its rich decorative carving is of outstanding quality and the
innovative, compelling iconographic programme spreads across all four piers of the lower facade. The
corpus of photographs by David Finn, taken specially for this publication, shows the skill and narrative
details of this virtuoso display of relief carving, while the text by Anita Fiderer Moskowitz, Professor of Art
History at the State University of New York, Stony Brook, explains the building in the context of related
Italian Gothic architecture, and discusses the problems and controversies regarding the design and
ornamentation of the facade as well as the puzzling question as to its artistic attribution.. The author also
interprets the basic iconography of the sculptures and provides full descriptions for the detail images.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Owensby:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Façade Reliefs of Orvieto Cathedral (Studies in
Medieval and Early Renaissance Art History). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a new book The Façade Reliefs of Orvieto Cathedral (Studies in
Medieval and Early Renaissance Art History). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Frank Jorge:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The Façade
Reliefs of Orvieto Cathedral (Studies in Medieval and Early Renaissance Art History).

Deborah Ryan:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
usually The Façade Reliefs of Orvieto Cathedral (Studies in Medieval and Early Renaissance Art History).

Jennifer Crawford:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of
searching from it. It is named of book The Façade Reliefs of Orvieto Cathedral (Studies in Medieval and
Early Renaissance Art History). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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