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“[Niebuhr] is one of my favorite philosophers. I take away [from his works] the compelling idea that there’s
serious evil in the world, and hardship and pain. And we should be humble and modest in our belief we can
eliminate those things. But we shouldn’t use that as an excuse for cynicism and inaction. I take away . . . the
sense we have to make these efforts knowing they are hard.”—President Barack Obama
 
Forged during the tumultuous but triumphant postwar years when America came of age as a world power,
The Irony of American History is more relevant now than ever before. Cited by politicians as diverse as
Hillary Clinton and John McCain, Niebuhr’s masterpiece on the incongruity between personal ideals and
political reality is both an indictment of American moral complacency and a warning against the arrogance
of virtue. Impassioned, eloquent, and deeply perceptive, Niebuhr’s wisdom will cause readers to rethink their
assumptions about right and wrong, war and peace.

 “The supreme American theologian of the twentieth century.”—Arthur Schlesinger Jr., New York Times

“Niebuhr is important for the left today precisely because he warned about America’s tendency—including
the left’s tendency—to do bad things in the name of idealism. His thought offers a much better
understanding of where the Bush administration went wrong in Iraq.”—Kevin Mattson, The Good Society
 
“Irony provides the master key to understanding the myths and delusions that underpin American statecraft. .
. . The most important book ever written on US foreign policy.”—Andrew J. Bacevich, from the Introduction
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From reader reviews:

William Reynolds:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular The Irony of American History to read.

Ross Fletcher:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The Irony of American History is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Ophelia Ellis:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Irony of American History.

Morris Sampson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Irony of American History. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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