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On a rainy day in May 1988, a lowland gorilla named Willie B. stepped outdoors for the first time in twenty-
seven years, into a new landscape immersion exhibit. Born in Africa, Willie B. had been captured by an
animal collector and sold to a zoo. During the decades he spent in a cage, zoos stopped collecting animals
from the wild and Americans changed the ways they wished to view animals in the zoo. Zoos developed new
displays to simulate landscapes like the Amazon River basin and African forests. Exhibits similar to animals'
natural habitats began to replace old-fashioned animal houses.

But such displays are only the most recent effort of zoos to present their audiences with an authentic
experience of nature. Since the first zoological park opened in the United States in Philadelphia in 1874, zoos
have promised their visitors a journey into the natural world. And for more than a century they have been
popular places for education and recreation: every year more than 130 million Americans go to zoos to look
at the animals and enjoy a day outdoors.

The first book-length history of American zoos, Animal Attractions examines the meaning of nature in the
city by looking at the ways zoos have assembled and displayed their animal collections. Situated literally and
culturally in the American middle landscape, zoos are concrete expressions of longstanding tensions between
wildness and civilization, science and popular culture, education and entertainment. In their efforts to
promote nature appreciation, they reveal much about how our culture envisions the natural world and the
human place in it and how these ideas have changed.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Animal Attractions: Nature on Display in American Zoos. Try
to stumble through book Animal Attractions: Nature on Display in American Zoos as your close friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Susan Gagnon:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Animal Attractions: Nature on Display in American Zoos
can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Daniel England:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book Animal Attractions: Nature on Display in American Zoos it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Clara Williams:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Animal Attractions: Nature
on Display in American Zoos, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its called reading friends.
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