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The limerick, one of the oldest and most challenging of verse forms, has traditionally been the
plaything of Oxford dons, American academicians, and a sprinkling of men of wit. Historian Ray
Allen Billington worked on his own collection for fifty years. Here is the cream of that collection--
original and classical limericks, irreverent, spicy, funny, and, of course, suggestive.

The book is divided into several parts: the historical uses of the limerick, concentrating on the American
frontier and on World War II; limericks assembled from the files of the Society of the Fifth Line, and
organization of scholars whose job it is to produce an original verse for each meeting of the membership;
samples of the classic limerick form, some original, some contributed, some culled from published and
unpublished collections; and an assortment of limericks that reflect the limerick's role as a mirror of social
change.

In the arrangement of the material, Billington could not resist "inflict[ing] my academic standards in an area
where art should reign, using chapter headings, explanations, some variant readings, and such footnotes as
needed to make the page unattractive."
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From reader reviews:

Laura Clark:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book Limericks: Historical and Hysterical seemed to be making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
reserve Limericks: Historical and Hysterical is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship with all the book Limericks: Historical and Hysterical. You never experience lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Brian Robinson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Limericks: Historical and Hysterical it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Kenneth Copeland:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Limericks: Historical
and Hysterical that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you could pick Limericks: Historical and Hysterical become your current starter.

Heidi Garcia:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Limericks: Historical and Hysterical
or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Limericks: Historical and Hysterical to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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