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In Translating Empire, Laura Lomas uncovers how late nineteenth-century Latino migrant writers developed
a prescient critique of U.S. imperialism, one that prefigures many of the concerns about empire, race, and
postcolonial subjectivity animating American studies today. During the 1880s and early 1890s, the Cuban
journalist, poet, and revolutionary José Martí and other Latino migrants living in New York City translated
North American literary and cultural texts into Spanish. Lomas reads the canonical literature and popular
culture of the United States in the Gilded Age through the eyes of Martí and his fellow editors, activists,
orators, and poets. In doing so, she reveals how, in the process of translating Anglo-American culture into a
Latino-American idiom, the Latino migrant writers invented a modernist aesthetics to criticize U.S.
expansionism and expose Anglo stereotypes of Latin Americans.

Lomas challenges longstanding conceptions about Martí through readings of neglected texts and
reinterpretations of his major essays. Against the customary view that emphasizes his strong identification
with Ralph Waldo Emerson and Walt Whitman, the author demonstrates that over several years, Martí
actually distanced himself from Emerson’s ideas and conveyed alarm at Whitman’s expansionist politics.
She questions the association of Martí with pan-Americanism, pointing out that in the 1880s, the Cuban
journalist warned against foreign geopolitical influence imposed through ostensibly friendly meetings and
the promotion of hemispheric peace and “free” trade. Lomas finds Martí undermining racialized and
sexualized representations of America in his interpretations of Buffalo Bill and other rituals of westward
expansion, in his self-published translation of Helen Hunt Jackson’s popular romance novel Ramona, and in
his comments on writing that stereotyped Latino/a Americans as inherently unfit for self-government. With
Translating Empire, Lomas recasts the contemporary practice of American studies in light of Martí’s late-
nineteenth-century radical decolonizing project.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Sena:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled
Translating Empire: José Martí, Migrant Latino Subjects, and American Modernities (New Americanists)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Arthur Reaves:

Here thing why this Translating Empire: José Martí, Migrant Latino Subjects, and American Modernities
(New Americanists) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really
depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Translating Empire: José
Martí, Migrant Latino Subjects, and American Modernities (New Americanists) giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with
Translating Empire: José Martí, Migrant Latino Subjects, and American Modernities (New Americanists). It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Translating Empire: José Martí, Migrant Latino Subjects, and American Modernities (New
Americanists) in e-book can be your choice.

Stephanie Dillard:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be read. Translating Empire: José Martí, Migrant Latino Subjects, and American Modernities (New
Americanists) can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Raymond Murray:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore , this Translating Empire: José Martí, Migrant Latino Subjects, and American
Modernities (New Americanists) can make you sense more interested to read.
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