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One of the year's Top Ten Books on Religion and Spirituality (Booklist), Being Alive and Having to Die is
the story of the remarkable public and private journey of Reverend Forrest Church, the scholar, activist, and
preacher whose death became a way to celebrate life.

Through his pulpit at the prestigious Unitarian Church of All Souls in New York, Reverend Forrest Church
became a champion of liberal religion and a leading opponent of the religious right. An inspired preacher, a
thoughtful theologian and an eloquent public intellectual, Church built a congregation committed to social
service for people in need, while writing twenty five books, hosting a cable television program, and being
featured in People, Esquire, New York Magazine, and on numerous national television and radio
appearances.

Being Alive and Having to Die works on two levels, as an examination of liberal religion during the past 30
years of conservative ascendancy, and as a fascinating personal story. Church grew up the son of Senator
Frank Church of Idaho, famous for combating the Vietnam War in the 1960s and the CIA in the 1970s. Like
many sons of powerful fathers, he rebelled and took a different path in life, which led him to his own
prominence. Then, in 1991, at the height of his fame, he fell in love with a married parishioner and nearly
lost his pulpit. Eventually, he regained his stature, overcame a long-secret alcoholism, wrote his best
books–and found himself diagnosed with terminal cancer. His three year public journey toward death
brought into focus the preciousness of life, not only for himself, but for his ministry.
Based on extraordinary access to Church and over 200 interviews with family, friends, and colleagues, Dan
Cryer bears witness to a full, fascinating, at time controversial life. Being Alive and Having to Die is an
honest look at an imperfect man and his lasting influence on modern faith.
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From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Being Alive and Having to Die: The Spiritual Odyssey of
Forrest Church will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Kimberly Langdon:

The book Being Alive and Having to Die: The Spiritual Odyssey of Forrest Church can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Being Alive and Having to Die: The Spiritual Odyssey of Forrest Church? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Being Alive and Having to Die: The Spiritual Odyssey of
Forrest Church has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Tami Anders:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Being Alive and Having to Die: The Spiritual
Odyssey of Forrest Church seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Being Alive and Having to
Die: The Spiritual Odyssey of Forrest Church is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Being Alive and Having to Die: The Spiritual
Odyssey of Forrest Church. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Cynthia Briscoe:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Being Alive and Having to Die: The Spiritual Odyssey of Forrest Church
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will



directly direct you to pick up this book.
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