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Centuries after it was first discovered, the opal remains the undisputed Queen of Gems. A stone of incredible
beauty and variety, with a background rich in myth, adventure, and intrigue, it is considered by many to be
the most desirable, the most handsome, and the most precious of all gemstones.

The first comprehensive book on the subject in over thirty years, The World of Opals is a complete guide to
the science and history of these remarkable gems. It begins with a thorough examination of the physical
properties and attributes of common and precious opals, with up-to-date information on opal formation,
extraction, storage, and cutting. Next, it chronicles man's involvement with the stone from 4000 B.C. to the
present, following the opal through countless reversals of fortune and mythology as talisman, prognostic aid,
patron stone of thieves, and bearer of bad luck.

Readers will find fascinating de-tails about the discovery, whereabouts, and value of famous opals, from
such classic specimens as the Burning of Troy Opal to the Bonanza Opal and other more recent discoveries.
Finally, the book surveys today's major opal-producing areas and provides current information on opal
occurrence worldwide.

Punctuating the text are useful tables, extensive glossaries of opal types and opal-related terms, and beautiful
photographs that capture the essence and mystery of this most exquisite stone.

Accessible and authoritative, The World of Opals is a first-rate reference that will be consulted by mineral
and gem enthusiasts for years to come.

The complete guide to the science and history of opals

The World of Opals contains thorough and accessible coverage of all aspects of the legendary Queen of
Gems. It features the latest information on how opals are formed, where they are found, and how the stone is
mined, and explores the fascinating history and mythology of opals throughout the ages. An indispensable
addition to the library of every mineral and gem enthusiast, this definitive reference includes:
* In-depth material on physical properties, attributes, and handling
* A multifaceted examination of opal formation, opalized fossils and pseudomorphs, and opal types
* Famous and distinctive opals, including weight, origin, date of discovery, and background
* An up-to-date survey of major opal fields, plus an alphabetical guide to opal occurrence worldwide
* Extensive glossaries of opal types and related terms, plus bibliography, tables, photographs, and more
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Samuel:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The World of Opals will make you
to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Geraldine Carlson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The World of Opals is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Norman Duque:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The World of Opals is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Martin Dowling:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The World of Opals is simple to
develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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