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The Hours of Louis XII is the stunning prayer book that Jean Bourdichon painted for the king of France,
mostly likely on the occasion of his coronation in 1498. Bourdichon was the court painter to four successive
French kings, including Louis and his predecessor, Charles VIII. The manuscript was originally illuminated
with twelve large calendar miniatures and two dozen full-page miniatures, but by the seventeenth century the
Hours of Louis XII had been dismembered so that the large miniatures could be enjoyed separately as
individual paintings. In recent years sixteen of these images have been located, including the portrait of the
king that served as the book's frontispiece. This catalogue, which accompanies an exhibition at the J. Paul
Getty Museum, to be held October 18, 2005-January 8, 2006, publishes the paintings together for the first
time, along with a selection of other books illuminated by the artist, by his teacher Jean Fouquet, and by their
contemporaries.
Janet Backhouse, who originally assembled the evidence attesting to the existence of this long-forgotten
masterpiece, introduces the book and its cycle of miniatures. Thomas Kren considers the book's provocative
miniature of Bathsheba bathing within the context of the king's own taste and predilections and within the
emerging genre of the female nude in French painting. Nancy Turner examines the important evidence of the
painter/illuminator Bourdichon's technique in the Hours of Louis XII in relation to his other work and that of
Jean Fouquet. Mark Evans examines the individual histories of each of the surviving portions of the
manuscript to reconstruct their peregrinations and to weigh the evidence of the book's place in the history of
collecting single illuminated leaves. Lastly, an appendix presents a reconstruction of the book's devotional
contents and program of illumination.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalie Lloyd:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific A Masterpiece
Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Patricia Koop:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of
Louis XII is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Geneva Ricks:

Beside this A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII in your phone, it could give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing
to have A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with
read it from today!

Todd Porter:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII when you necessary it?
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