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Between its founding in 1966 and its formal end in 1980, the Black Panther Party blazed a distinctive trail in
American political culture. The Black Panthers are most often remembered for their revolutionary rhetoric
and militant action. Here Alondra Nelson deftly recovers an indispensable but lesser-known aspect of the
organization's broader struggle for social justice: health care. The Black Panther Party's health activism--its
network of free health clinics, its campaign to raise awareness about genetic disease, and its challenges to
medical discrimination--was an expression of its founding political philosophy and also a recognition that
poor blacks were both underserved by mainstream medicine and overexposed to its harms.

Drawing on extensive historical research as well as interviews with former members of the Black Panther
Party, Nelson argues that the Party's focus on health care was both practical and ideological. Building on a
long tradition of medical self-sufficiency among African Americans, the Panthers' People's Free Medical
Clinics administered basic preventive care, tested for lead poisoning and hypertension, and helped with
housing, employment, and social services. In 1971, the party launched a campaign to address sickle-cell
anemia. In addition to establishing screening programs and educational outreach efforts, it exposed the racial
biases of the medical system that had largely ignored sickle-cell anemia, a disease that predominantly
affected people of African descent.

The Black Panther Party's understanding of health as a basic human right and its engagement with the social
implications of genetics anticipated current debates about the politics of health and race. That legacy--and
that struggle--continues today in the commitment of health activists and the fight for universal health care.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical
Discrimination.

Allison Sala:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Body and Soul:
The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Ramos:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination,
you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a publication.

Sharon Works:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Body and Soul: The Black
Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want
to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and



the Fight against Medical Discrimination become your current starter.
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