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Max Weber argued that medieval religious movements were an important source for the distinctive
rationality of Western civilization. He intended to study precisely this theme but died before he could do so.
In Schools of Asceticism, Lutz Kaelber builds on Weber's ideas by presenting a fresh historical and
theoretical analysis of orthodox and heretical religious groups in the Middle Ages. He explores how doctrine
and social organization shaped ascetic conduct in these groups from the twelfth century on. Kaelber first
examines monastic and mendicant groups, correcting common misperceptions about the nature of their
ascetic practices and their significance for the emergence of a Protestant work ethic. Then he turns to two of
the largest and most widespread heretical groups in the Middle Ages, the Waldensians and the Cathars. For
the most part, Waldensians and Cathars practiced a form of "other-worldly asceticism" resembling that of
monks and nuns. For the Austrian Waldensians, however, Kaelber documents a type of "inner-worldly
asceticism" that resembled what Weber described for early modern Protestant groups. Both types of
asceticism originated in distinctive heretical establishments: Waldensian schools and Cathar "houses of
heretics." As these establishments disappeared, the boundaries separating Waldensianism and Catharism
from Catholicism collapsed. Kaelber is therefore able to link organizational aspects of heretical communities
to the tenacity of heresy in the Middle Ages.Based on exhaustive research into both primary and secondary
sources, Schools of Asceticism is a bold and original book that bridges the disciplines of comparative
historical and theoretical sociology, medieval history, and religious studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Lloyd:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Schools of Asceticism - Ppr..

Dominick Carter:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need that Schools of Asceticism - Ppr. to read.

Cynthia Hughes:

The book with title Schools of Asceticism - Ppr. posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist
in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Pamela Brock:

Precisely why? Because this Schools of Asceticism - Ppr. is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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