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On December 25, 1978, the armed forces of Vietnam launched a full-scale invasion of Cambodia. That event
marked a turning point in the first and only extended war fought between two communist regimes. The
Vietnamese forced out Pol Pot’s Khmers Rouge regime from its seat of power in Phnom Penh, but the
ensuing war was a major source of international tension throughout the last decade of the Cold War.

This book is the first comprehensive, scholarly analysis of the causes of the Vietnamese invasion. At its core
are two separate but related histories covering the years 1930 to 1978. The first concerns the continuing
difficult relations between the Vietnamese communist party and the Cambodian communist movement. The
second records the fluctuating and often conflicted relations between the Vietnamese communist party and
the two most powerful communist states, the Soviet Union and China. These two histories are encased by a
theoretical introduction and a conclusion that make clear the need for a “political culture” perspective on
international relations.

The author argues that key events leading up to the Vietnamese invasion and occupation of Cambodia
present a historical puzzle. Many important decisions made by both the Vietnamese and Cambodian leaders
are inexplicable in terms of the “rational actor” assumptions that dominate contemporary international
relations theory. Instead, the author argues, these decisions can be explained only if we understand the
political cultures of the rival states.

This book is the only study of Southeast Asian affairs by a Western scholar who has used the rich archives of
the former Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The key sources drawn on constitute confidential records
of the former sponsor and ally of Vietnamese communism; they also provide fresh light on Chinese and
Soviet foreign policy, as well as recent events in Cambodia. They are supplemented by extensive materials
from French and American archives, as well as interviews with some of the main political decisionmakers.
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From reader reviews:

Luther Roberts:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Why
Vietnam Invaded Cambodia: Political Culture and the Causes of War suitable to you? The book was written
by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Why Vietnam Invaded Cambodia: Political Culture
and the Causes of Waris one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Michael Moore:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Why Vietnam
Invaded Cambodia: Political Culture and the Causes of War.

Megan Rivera:

Exactly why? Because this Why Vietnam Invaded Cambodia: Political Culture and the Causes of War is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Renee Middleton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Why Vietnam Invaded Cambodia: Political Culture and the Causes of War can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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