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Much has been written about cultural imperialism and the effects of Britain and British culture on colonized
people, but Joseph McLaughlin suggests that the influence worked both ways. Focusing on the relationship
between the literature of British imperialism and turn-of-the-century metropolitan culture, Writing the Urban
Jungle offers an account of the cultural confusion caused by bringing the foreign home.

Narrative, plots, and language formerly used to describe the colonies, McLaughlin argues, became ways of
reading and writing about life in London, "that great cesspool into which all loungers and idlers of the
Empire are irresistibly drained," as Arthur Conan Doyle's Dr. Watson describes it in A Study in Scarlet
(1887), the initial Sherlock Holmes tale. Canonical and popular literature by Doyle, Margaret Harkness,
Joseph Conrad, and T. S. Eliot, and the literature of social reform and urban ethnography by General William
Booth of the Salvation Army and Jack London all display this inversion of colonial rhetoric. By deploying
the metaphor of "the urban jungle," these writers reconfigure the urban poor as "a new race of city savages"
and read urban culture as a "Darkest England," an Africa-like place rife with danger and novel possibilities.

Drawing from and extending the field of criticism pioneered by Edward Said, Writing the Urban Jungle
presents a powerful new paradigm for reading late-Victorian, modernist, and postcolonial literary and
historical texts. It also provides a fresh tool for urban anthropologists working in our own fin-de-siècle.
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From reader reviews:

Cassandra Martin:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Writing the Urban Jungle: Reading Empire in London from Doyle to Eliot
as your daily resource information.

Alan Coleman:

The publication untitled Writing the Urban Jungle: Reading Empire in London from Doyle to Eliot is the e-
book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Writing the Urban Jungle: Reading
Empire in London from Doyle to Eliot from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Christopher Burnham:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Writing the Urban Jungle: Reading
Empire in London from Doyle to Eliot why because the great cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Christopher Pipkin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Writing the Urban Jungle: Reading Empire in London from Doyle to Eliot when you
needed it?
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