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The Baroque imagination has its roots in Ignatius of Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises (1547), which defined for
the Counter-Reformation era the parameters in which Catholic believers must confront the Enemy and the
temporal corruption he embodies in order to enter a state of grace and obtain salvation. Through complex
interactions of different imaginative functions, Loyola’s text is able to superpose a variety of simultaneous
narrative levels. In order to reformulate the «greater narrative» (the Magisterium) of the Roman faith beyond
what is revealed in Scripture, the Spiritual Exercises require their exercitant to become an active participant
in this narrative through constant visual contact with «orders of corruption», that is, spaces in which virtue
can be confronted with physical decay and sin. Through these spaces Counter-Reformation Rome (La Roma
Ignaziana) would redefine the economy of salvation and diffuse the visual dynamics of the Spiritual
Exercises throughout the Catholic world. In their writings, Spanish Golden Age authors Miguel de Cervantes
and Baltasar Gracián use the rising modernity of the novel to transform Loyola’s notion of «orders of
corruption» by adapting it to the secular world. Their encoded criticism of Loyolan imagination contributed
to the epistemological crisis that marks the Baroque age, but also prepared the way for the crucial debates
that would take place during the Enlightenment (such as the deconstruction of the Catholic «greater
narrative» reflected in Loyola). This book concludes with a discussion of the eventual negation of Loyolan
imagination in the novels of the Marquis de Sade, which undermine the Roman faith by parodying the
Baroque forms of spiritual visual experience and negate the Loyolan projection into «orders of corruption».
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Levy:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important normally. The book Loyola's Greater Narrative: The Architecture of the Spiritual Exercises in
Golden Age and Enlightenment Literature (American University Studies) was making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
publication Loyola's Greater Narrative: The Architecture of the Spiritual Exercises in Golden Age and
Enlightenment Literature (American University Studies) is not only giving you much more new information
but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Loyola's Greater Narrative: The Architecture of
the Spiritual Exercises in Golden Age and Enlightenment Literature (American University Studies). You
never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Richard Broderick:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Loyola's Greater Narrative: The Architecture of the Spiritual Exercises
in Golden Age and Enlightenment Literature (American University Studies) why because the excellent cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Harrison Bowman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Loyola's Greater Narrative: The Architecture of
the Spiritual Exercises in Golden Age and Enlightenment Literature (American University Studies) can give
you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Loyola's Greater Narrative: The Architecture
of the Spiritual Exercises in Golden Age and Enlightenment Literature (American University Studies).

David Auman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Loyola's Greater Narrative: The



Architecture of the Spiritual Exercises in Golden Age and Enlightenment Literature (American University
Studies) or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book
likes Loyola's Greater Narrative: The Architecture of the Spiritual Exercises in Golden Age and
Enlightenment Literature (American University Studies) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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