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In a meditation on the wisdom of the Vedas, Roberto Calasso brings ritual and sacrifice to bear on the
modern world

In this revelatory volume, Roberto Calasso, whom The Paris Review has called "a literary institution,"
explores the ancient texts known as the Vedas. Little is known about the Vedic people, who lived more than
three thousand years ago in northern India: They left behind almost no objects, images, or ruins. They
created no empires. Even the soma, the likely hallucinogenic plant that appears at the center of some of their
rituals, has not been identified with any certainty. Only a "Parthenon of words" remains: verses and
formulations suggesting a daring understanding of life.
"If the Vedic people had been asked why they did not build cities," writes Calasso, "they could have replied:
we did not seek power, but rapture." This is the ardor of the Vedic world, a burning intensity that is always
present, both in the mind and in the cosmos.
With his signature erudition and profound sense of the past, Calasso explores the enigmatic web of ritual and
myth that defines the Vedas. Often at odds with modern thought, these texts illuminate the nature of
consciousness more vividly than anything else has managed to till now. Following the "hundred paths" of the
Satapatha Brahmana, an impressive exegesis of Vedic ritual, Ardor indicates that it may be possible to reach
what is closest by passing through that which is most remote, as "the whole of Vedic India was an attempt to
think further."
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From reader reviews:

Brian Roberts:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Ardor. All type of book is it possible
to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jenifer Bell:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Ardor, you could enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

John Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Ardor that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Ardor become your
personal starter.

Lori Gonzales:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Ardor why because the great cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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