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A visible presence for some two decades, electronic literature has already produced many works that deserve
the rigorous scrutiny critics have long practiced with print literature. Only now, however, with Electronic
Literature by N. Katherine Hayles, do we have the first systematic survey of the field and an analysis of its
importance, breadth, and wide-ranging implications for literary study.

Hayles’s book is designed to help electronic literature move into the classroom. Her systematic survey of the
field addresses its major genres, the challenges it poses to traditional literary theory, and the complex and
compelling issues at stake. She develops a theoretical framework for understanding how electronic literature
both draws on the print tradition and requires new reading and interpretive strategies. Grounding her
approach in the evolutionary dynamic between humans and technology, Hayles argues that neither the body
nor the machine should be given absolute theoretical priority. Rather, she focuses on the interconnections
between embodied writers and users and the intelligent machines that perform electronic texts.
 
Through close readings of important works, Hayles demonstrates that a new mode of narration is emerging
that differs significantly from previous models. Key to her argument is the observation that almost all
contemporary literature has its genesis as electronic files, so that print becomes a specific mode for electronic
text rather than an entirely different medium. Hayles illustrates the implications of this condition with three
contemporary novels that bear the mark of the digital. Included with the book is a CD, The Electronic
Literature Collection, Volume 1, containing sixty new and recent works of electronic literature with keyword
index, authors’ notes, and editorial headnotes. Representing multiple modalities of electronic
writing—hypertext fiction, kinetic poetry, generative and combinatory forms, network writing, codework,
3D, narrative animations, installation pieces, and Flash poetry—the ELC 1 encompasses comparatively low-
tech work alongside heavily coded pieces. Complementing the text and the CD-ROM is a website offering
resources for teachers and students, including sample syllabi, original essays, author biographies, and useful
links. Together, the three elements provide an exceptional pedagogical opportunity.
 
 
 
 
 
“In Electronic Literature, N. Katherine Hayles has delivered a wonderfully structured synthetic overview of
writers, texts, critics, and publication venues for the field of electronic literature. In it, she has managed to
articulate a non-canonical canon, a body of work and set of ideas that are flexible rather than fixed, inclusive
rather than exclusive.” —Rita Raley, University of California, Santa Barbara
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“Kate Hayles has been there since the beginning. She helped formulate the field of digital literature. All
readers will be charmed by her new book; high school and college literature and art teachers, in particular,
will find this book (and the CD) immediately helpful to introducing students to creative writing in a new
media mode.” —Thom Swiss, University of Minnesota
 
 
 
"Kate Hayles stays with a text, whether electronic or otherwise, like almost no other reader or player,
inhabiting each work with care and caring, transforming its material specificity to embodied sense and
sensuality rather than a hollow category. In the course of defining a field she has set it abloom and in the
process refreshed our imagination." —Michael Joyce, Vassar College
 
 
“No critic, save N. Katherine Hayles, has the wide grasp of literary criticism, new media history and
technology, cyberculture and its philosophical implications, and the interplay between electronic and print
imaginative writing. Now, in the five straightforward, readable chapters of Electronic Literature, she
supplies the tools and builds the contexts necessary for everyone to grasp the importance of her topic and
integrate it into her or his own knowledge base. Her book and CD package will be snapped up by scholars
and students alike.” —Dee Morris, University of Iowa
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

This Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the Literary (WARD PHILLIPS LECTUR) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will
be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the Literary
(WARD PHILLIPS LECTUR) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the Literary (WARD
PHILLIPS LECTUR) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Electronic Literature: New
Horizons for the Literary (WARD PHILLIPS LECTUR) having good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Fran Short:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Electronic Literature: New Horizons for
the Literary (WARD PHILLIPS LECTUR) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

William Henslee:

This book untitled Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the Literary (WARD PHILLIPS LECTUR) to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it
via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your
list.

Brandon Giles:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the
Literary (WARD PHILLIPS LECTUR) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the book Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the
Literary (WARD PHILLIPS LECTUR) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and



confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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