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The battle of the Crater on July 30, 1864, was the defining event in the 292-day campaign around Petersburg,
Virginia, in the Civil War and one of the most famous engagements in American military history. Although
the bloody combat of that "horrid pit" has been recently revisited as the centerpiece of the novel and film
versions of Charles Frazier's Cold Mountain, the battle has yet to receive a definitive historical study.
Distinguished Civil War historian Earl J. Hess fills that gap in the literature of the Civil War with Into the
Crater.
The Crater was central in Ulysses S. Grant's third offensive at Petersburg and required digging of a five-
hundred-foot mine shaft under enemy lines and detonating of four tons of gunpowder to destroy a
Confederate battery emplacement. The resulting infantry attack through the breach in Robert E. Lee's line
failed terribly, costing Grant nearly four thousand troops, among them many black soldiers fighting in their
first battle. The outnumbered defenders of the breach saved Confederate Petersburg and inspired their
comrades with renewed hope in the lengthening campaign to possess this important rail center.
In this narrative account of the Crater and its aftermath, Hess identifies the most reliable evidence to be
found in hundreds of published and unpublished eyewitness accounts, official reports, and historic
photographs. Archaeological studies and field research on the ground itself, now preserved within the
Petersburg National Battlefield, complement the archival and published sources. Hess re-creates the battle in
lively prose saturated with the sights and sounds of combat at the Crater in moment-by-moment descriptions
that bring modern readers into the chaos of close range combat. Hess discusses field fortifications as well as
the leadership of Union generals Grant, George Meade, and Ambrose Burnside, and of Confederate generals
Lee, P. G. T. Beauregard, and A. P. Hill. He also chronicles the atrocities committed against captured black
soldiers, both in the heat of battle and afterward, and the efforts of some Confederate officers to halt this
vicious conduct
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From reader reviews:

Kina Chatman:

With other case, little persons like to read book Into the Crater: The Mine Attack at Petersburg. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Into
the Crater: The Mine Attack at Petersburg. You can add information and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Joseph Benoit:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Into the
Crater: The Mine Attack at Petersburg is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Vicki Escalante:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is Into the
Crater: The Mine Attack at Petersburg.

Joyce Francois:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Into the Crater: The Mine Attack at Petersburg your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get previous to. The Into the Crater: The Mine Attack at Petersburg giving you another experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?
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