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This history of modern Italy began in March 1861 when Count Camillo Cavour proclaimed a united Italian
kingdom with the goal of creating a prosperous, liberal new power in Europe. For a country whose ancient
heritage had placed it at the center of western culture, this late entry into nationhood and rapid reach for
power would bring frequent crisis. In this fully revised edition of his classic history of the country, Denis
Mack Smith provides a complete and engaging narrative of the fate of Italy from Risorgimento to the
present.
For sixty years after 1861 Italy was governed by a liberal oligarchy under a parliamentary constitution. Italy
chose the winning side in the First World War, but the enormous costs of victory revealed social tensions and
constitutional weaknesses that prepared the way, after 1920, for Europe's first fascist dictatorship.
After the painful civil war that followed World War II, Italy rediscovered liberal democracy, and under a
new republican regime became one of the major industrialized countries of the world.
First published in 1958 as Italy: A Modern History, the book has been substantially rewritten with a new
section on the period after 1945, a new bibliography, new maps, and updated factual appendices. Stylish,
clearly written, deeply informed and often controversial, it remains the definitive account for anyone
interested in modern Italy.
". . . an extraordinarily good and concise introduction to the scandals that almost destroyed the Italian
Republic." --Alexander DeGrand, North Carolina State University
"No one will be surprised that in this new edition Mack Smith recounts the recent history of the Republic up
to 1996 with the same shrewd authorial eye, both distant and perceptive, the deep knowledge, and the skill
that made the older edition of this book a classic." --Raymond Grew, University of Michigan
Denis Mack Smith is a Fellow of the British Academy and Wolfson College, Oxford, and a foreign member
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He has been awarded a dozen literary prizes in Italy and is a
Commendatore of the Italian Order of Merit. Among his recent books are Italy and Its Monarchy (1989) and
Mazzini (1994).
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From reader reviews:

John Kuykendall:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is definitely Modern Italy: A Political History.

Carol Boissonneault:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Modern Italy: A Political History
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Cora Snyder:

The book untitled Modern Italy: A Political History contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you
in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Lynn Bailey:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Modern Italy: A Political History can give you a lot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Modern Italy: A Political History.
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