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Pudd'nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins, by Mark Twain, is part of the Barnes & Noble
Classics series, which offers quality editions at affordable prices to the student and the general reader,
including new scholarship, thoughtful design, and pages of carefully crafted extras. Here are some of the
remarkable features of Barnes & Noble Classics:

New introductions commissioned from today's top writers and scholars●

Biographies of the authors●

Chronologies of contemporary historical, biographical, and cultural events●

Footnotes and endnotes●

Selective discussions of imitations, parodies, poems, books, plays, paintings, operas, statuary, and films●

inspired by the work
Comments by other famous authors●

Study questions to challenge the reader's viewpoints and expectations●

Bibliographies for further reading●

Indices & Glossaries, when appropriate●

All editions are beautifully designed and are printed to superior specifications; some include illustrations of
historical interest. Barnes & Noble Classics pulls together a constellation of influences—biographical,
historical, and literary—to enrich each reader's understanding of these enduring works.
 
Written during Mark Twain’s so-called pessimistic period, Pudd’nhead Wilson is a darkly comic
masterpiece that exposes the wounds of racism in America and the absurdity of judging character based upon
class or skin color.

Set in a small Mississippi River town in the state of Missouri before the Civil War, the novel begins when
Roxana, a beautiful slave who can pass for white, switches the child of her master with her own infant son,
now called Tom, who grows into a cruel and cowardly man. When Tom’s uncle, Judge Driscoll, is found
murdered after a botched robbery attempt, suspicion is cast upon two former sideshow performers, Luigi and
Angelo Capello, a pair of good-looking and charming identical twins from Italy. Meanwhile, David
“Pudd’nhead” Wilson is a wise but unorthodox lawyer who collects fingerprints as a hobby. Shunned as an
eccentric, he ultimately wins the respect of the townspeople when he solves the murder mystery and reveals
the true identity of the killer.

Often hilarious, sometimes appalling, and always fast-paced, Pudd’nhead Wilson is ultimately a fierce
condemnation of a racially prejudiced society that was predicated upon the institution of slavery.

This edition also includes Twain’s related short story, “Those Extraordinary Twins.”
 
Darryl Pinckney is the author of High Cotton, a novel, and, in the Alain Locke Lecture Series, Out There:
Mavericks of Black Literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Pudd'nhead Wilson and
Those Extraordinary Twins (Barnes & Noble Classics Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

William Grimm:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Pudd'nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins
(Barnes & Noble Classics Series) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Allison Walters:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be go through. Pudd'nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins (Barnes & Noble Classics Series) can
be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Jesse Ward:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Pudd'nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins (Barnes & Noble
Classics Series) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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