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Inequality is the defining issue of our time. But it is not just a problem for the rich world. It is the global 1%
that now owns fully half the world’s wealth—the true measure of our age of inequality. In this historical tour
de force, Simon Reid-Henry rewrites the usual story of globalization and development as a story of the
management of inequality. Reaching back to the eighteenth century and around the globe, The Political
Origins of Inequality foregrounds the political turning points and decisions behind the making of today’s
uneven societies. As it weaves together insights from the Victorian city to the Cold War, from US economic
policy to Europe’s present migration crisis, a true picture emerges of the structure of inequality itself.   

The problem of inequality, Reid-Henry argues, is a problem that manifests between places as well as over
time. This is one reason why it cannot be resolved by the usual arguments of left versus right, bound as they
are to the national scale alone. Most of all, however, it is why the level of inequality that confronts us today
is indicative of a more general crisis in political thought. Modern political discourse has no place for public
reason or the common good. Equality is yesterday’s dream. Yet the fact that we now accept such a world—a
world that values security over freedom, special treatment over universal opportunity, and efficiency over
fairness—is ultimately because we have stopped even trying in recent decades to build the political
architecture the world actually requires.

Our politics has fallen out of step with the world, then, and at the every moment it is needed more than ever.
Yet it is within our power to address this. Doing so involves identifying and then meeting our political
responsibilities to others, not just offering them the selective charity of the rich. It means looking beyond
issues of economics and outside our national borders. But above all it demands of us that we reinvent the
language of equality for a modern, global world: and then institute this. The world is not falling apart.
Different worlds, we all can see, are colliding together. It is our capacity to act in concert that is falling apart.
It is this that needs restoring most of all.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Cluck:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal
World Is Better for Us All. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a book The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is Better
for Us All. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a
book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's read.

Nancy Baumgardner:

Typically the book The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is Better for Us All will
bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Political Origins
of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is Better for Us All is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jonas Jones:

Exactly why? Because this The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is Better for Us All
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Clarence Anderson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is
Better for Us All was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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