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In 1859 a young reporter took a trip along the coast of Virginia down to North Carolina and then to points
further inland. As he traveled through northeastern North Carolina he noted:
An excellent iron boat, with the airy name of Curlew, winged us down the Sound. Her coadjutor on the upper
waters having succumbed to some one of those ills that steamboats are heirs to, she had double duty to
perform. Running night and day, however, did not upset the equanimity of her good-humored commander.
This gentleman…proved that, in language as in boilers, the low pressure system is the safer.
So wrote Edward Bruce, a writer and regular contributor to Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. The steamer
he mentioned was one of many that sailed the northeastern North Carolina sounds and rivers. The Curlew,
however, would soon participate in the coming conflict, where one incident would forever immortalize it in
Civil War lore.
The history of the steamboat Curlew is linked to the history of American iron shipbuilding and the economic
development of northeastern North Carolina. Harlan & Hollingsworth, America’s most prolific builder of
iron ships before the Civil War, built her during the early era of iron shipbuilding in the United States. The
Curlew was brought to North Carolina to carry passengers and freight on the Chowan, Roanoke, and
Blackwater Rivers, and for transporting excursionists to and from Nag's Head, a service that it ably
performed. After the Civil War broke out she served as a troop transport and later as a gunboat for the
Confederate Navy, and was sunk resisting Federal advances into North Carolina.
This one vessel is a case study of the role of the steamboat in the economic development of North Carolina,
as well as an illustration of the role of the gunboat in the Confederate Navy. Furthermore, the vessel serves
as an example of the state of iron shipbuilding technology in America during the 1850s, and her remains in
Croatan Sound are a rare extant example of early American iron shipbuilding. This book, therefore, fills a
gap in the historical record concerning a significant piece of mid-19th Century America.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Bardwell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual An Excellent
Iron Boat: The Curlew in Antebellum North Carolina and the Civil War 1856-1862 (Maritime Heritage
Minnesota Titles) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joseph Vest:

The guide untitled An Excellent Iron Boat: The Curlew in Antebellum North Carolina and the Civil War
1856-1862 (Maritime Heritage Minnesota Titles) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of An Excellent Iron Boat: The Curlew in Antebellum North Carolina and the Civil War 1856-1862
(Maritime Heritage Minnesota Titles) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

John Street:

The reason why? Because this An Excellent Iron Boat: The Curlew in Antebellum North Carolina and the
Civil War 1856-1862 (Maritime Heritage Minnesota Titles) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

William Lebel:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking An Excellent Iron Boat:
The Curlew in Antebellum North Carolina and the Civil War 1856-1862 (Maritime Heritage Minnesota
Titles) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you



may pick An Excellent Iron Boat: The Curlew in Antebellum North Carolina and the Civil War 1856-1862
(Maritime Heritage Minnesota Titles) become your starter.
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