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What role does ritual play in the everyday lives of modern Africans? How are so-called "traditional"
cultural forms deployed by people seeking empowerment in a world where "modernity" has failed to deliver
on its promises?

Some of the essays in Modernity and Its Malcontents address familiar anthropological issues—like
witchcraft, myth, and the politics of reproduction—but treat them in fresh ways, situating them amidst the
polyphonies of contemporary Africa. Others explore distinctly nontraditional subjects—among them the
Nigerian popular press and soul-eating in Niger—in such a way as to confront the conceptual limits of
Western social science. Together they demonstrate how ritual may be powerfuly mobilized in the making of
history, present, and future.

Addressing challenges posed by contemporary African realities, the authors subject such concepts as
modernity, ritual, power, and history to renewed critical scrutiny. Writing about a variety of phenomena,
they are united by a wish to preserve the diversity and historical specificity of local signs and practices,
voices and perspectives. Their work makes a substantial and original contribution toward the historical
anthropology of Africa.

The contributors, all from the Africanist circle at the University of Chicago, are Adeline Masquelier,
Deborah Kaspin, J. Lorand Matory, Ralph A. Austen, Andrew Apter, Misty L. Bastian, Mark Auslander, and
Pamela G. Schmoll.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pisano:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific Modernity and Its Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Postcolonial
Africa to read.

Corrine Switzer:

The actual book Modernity and Its Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Postcolonial Africa has a lot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Donald Campbell:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Modernity and Its Malcontents: Ritual
and Power in Postcolonial Africa is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Virginia Cherry:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Modernity and Its
Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Postcolonial Africa which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.
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