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L. Luca Cavalli-Sforza and his collaborators Paolo Menozzi and Alberto Piazza have devoted fourteen years
to one of the most compelling scientific projects of our time: the reconstruction of where human populations
originated and the paths by which they spread throughout the world. In this volume, the culmination of their
research, the authors explain their pathbreaking use of genetic data, which they integrate with insights from
geography, ecology, archaeology, physical anthropology, and linguistics to create the first full-scale account
of human evolution as it occurred across all continents. This interdisciplinary approach enables them to
address a wide range of issues that continue to incite debate: the timing of the first appearance of our species,
the problem of African origins and the significance of work recently done on mitochondrial DNA and the
popular notion of an "African Eve," the controversy pertaining to the peopling of the Americas, and the
reason for the presence of non-Indo-European languages--Basque, Finnish, and Hungarian--in Europe.

The authors reconstruct the history of our evolution by focusing on genetic divergence among human groups.
Using genetic information accumulated over the last fifty years, they examined over 110 different inherited
traits, such as blood types, HLA factors, proteins, and DNA markers, in over eighteen hundred, primarily
aboriginal, populations. By mapping the worldwide geographic distribution of the genes, the scientists are
now able to chart migrations and, in exploring genetic distance, devise a clock by which to date evolutionary
history: the longer two populations are separated, the greater their genetic difference should be. This volume
highlights the authors' contributions to genetic geography, particularly their technique for making geographic
maps of gene frequencies and their synthetic method of detecting ancient migrations, as for example the
migration of Neolithic farmers from the Middle East toward Europe, West Asia, and North Africa.

Beginning with an explanation of their major sources of data and concepts, the authors give an
interdisciplinary account of human evolution at the world level. Chapters are then devoted to evolution on
single continents and include analyses of genetic data and how these data relate to geographic, ecological,
archaeological, anthropological, and linguistic information. Comprising a wide range of viewpoints, a vast
store of new and recent information on genetics, and a generous supply of visual elements, including 522
geographic maps, this book is a unique source of facts and a catalyst for further debate and research.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Simpson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The History and Geography of Human Genes.

Dale Vaught:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The History and Geography
of Human Genes will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with
you?

Ann David:

This The History and Geography of Human Genes book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This particular The History and Geography of Human Genes without we understand teach the one who
looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The History and
Geography of Human Genes can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The History and Geography of Human
Genes having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Jenna Quintana:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The History and
Geography of Human Genes book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.
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