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It is an appropriate time to rethink the relationship between trade regionalism and multilateralism in the
Asian context as we witness the proliferation of free trade agreements (FTAs) in Asia. In the 1980s and
1990s, many scholars and policymakers believed that Asian integration was market-based, rather than legal-
based, and that Asian integration would never be codified through agreements. Yet today, there are a large
number of FTAs signed and under negotiation in Asia.

This book investigates the appropriate relationship between regionalism and multilateralism, with a special
reference to recent FTAs in Asia. It is undeniable that past trade multilateralism-regionalism debates
centered on the trade-in-goods aspect. However, the majority of recent FTAs in Asia cover issues beyond
trade-in-goods and tariff liberalization, such as trade facilitation, services, and economic cooperation. While
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) Article XXIV governs regional integration initiatives
in trade in goods, there is no (or at most a thin) World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement that stipulates
the relationship between regionalism and multilateralism in issue areas other than goods.

Thus, this study carefully considers the meaning of WTO-compatible FTAs by distinguishing "WTO
consistency" and "WTO friendliness", going beyond GATT Article XXIV debates and proposes a general
framework for examining the openness of regionalism in various issue areas by identifying tree-type
questions to distinguish several types of exclusiveness. It then specifically asks the following questions: Can
Asian FTAs that cover several issues be considered multilateralism friendly? How does the relationship
between regionalism and multilateralism differ between trade-in-goods and non-goods issue areas? What are
policies that might reduce the exclusiveness of regional initiatives? The study concludes by listing
counterintuitive policy suggestions to make FTAs truly WTO compatible. The book also includes a
comprehensive list of FTAs in Asia and several WTO Agreements relating to trade regionalism.

Readership: Researchers, professionals, undergraduate and graduate students interested in Free Trade
Agreements, World Trade Organization, Regionalism, Trade in Services and Trade Facilitation.
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From reader reviews:

David Eaton:

The reason why? Because this Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services,
Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International Economics) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

David Colon:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic
Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International Economics) your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods,
Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International
Economics) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Heather Garcia:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility:
Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International
Economics) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Asian Free Trade
Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation
(World Scientific Studies in International Economics) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.



Mitchell Wilder:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the book
Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic
Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International Economics) we can have more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Asian Free Trade Agreements and
WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific
Studies in International Economics). You can more appealing than now.
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