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The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which barred practically all
Chinese from American shores for ten years, was the first federal
law that banned a group of immigrants solely on the basis of race
or nationality. By changing America's traditional policy of open
immigration, this landmark legislation set a precedent for future
restrictions against Asian immigrants in the early 1900s and
against Europeans in the 1920s.
Tracing the origins of the Chinese Exclusion Act, Andrew
Gyory presents a bold new interpretation of American politics
during Reconstruction and the Gilded Age. Rather than directly
confront such divisive problems as class conflict, economic
depression, and rising unemployment, he contends, politicians
sought a safe, nonideological solution to the nation's industrial
crisis--and latched onto Chinese exclusion. Ignoring workers'
demands for an end simply to imported contract labor, they
claimed instead that working people would be better off if there
were no Chinese immigrants. By playing the race card, Gyory
argues, national politicians--not California, not organized
labor, and not a general racist atmosphere--provided the motive
force behind the era's most racist legislation.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Zapata:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese
Exclusion Act (Contention; 7) to read.

Anna Humphrey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Closing the
Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act (Contention; 7) book as starter and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Brian Rutt:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Closing the Gate: Race,
Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act (Contention; 7) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Christopher Walker:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act (Contention; 7).
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