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This book began as a question about the origins of the cowboy western ... how it grew from Owen Wister’s
bestseller, The Virginian (1902), to Zane Grey’s first novels a decade later. A reading of frontier fiction from
that period, however, soon reveals that the cowboy western was only one of many different kinds of stories
being set in the West. Besides novels about ranching and the cattle industry, writers wrote stories about
railroads, mining, timber, the military, politics, women’s rights, temperance, law enforcement, engineering
projects, homesteaders, detectives, preachers and, of course, Indians, all of it an outpouring between the
years 1880–1915. That brief 35-year period extends from the Earp-Clanton gunfight in Tombstone, Arizona,
to the start of the First World War. The chapters of How the West Was Written tell a story of how the
western frontier fed the imagination of writers, both men and women. It illustrates how the cowboy is only
one small figure in a much larger fictional landscape. There are early frontier novels in which he is the
central character, while in others he’s only a two-dimensional, tobacco-chewing caricature, or just an
incidental part of the scenery. A reading of this body of work reveals that the best-remembered novel from
that period, The Virginian, is only one among many early western stories. And it was not the first. The
western terrain was used to explore ideas already present in other popular fiction—ideas about character,
women, romance, villainy, race, and so on. A modern reader of early western fiction discovers that Wister’s
novel was part of a flood of creative output. He and, later, Zane Grey were just two of many writers using the
frontier as a setting for telling the human story.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Guyer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication How the West Was
Written: Frontier Fiction, 1880-1906 (Volume 1) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suitable book with you?

Kina Chatman:

The publication untitled How the West Was Written: Frontier Fiction, 1880-1906 (Volume 1) is the e-book
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of How the West Was Written: Frontier Fiction, 1880-1906 (Volume 1) from
the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Damon Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this How the West Was Written: Frontier
Fiction, 1880-1906 (Volume 1) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt How the West
Was Written: Frontier Fiction, 1880-1906 (Volume 1) as good book not just by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Lori Barnes:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This How the West Was Written: Frontier Fiction,
1880-1906 (Volume 1) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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