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This concise book tells the story of the most important theological work of the Middle Ages, the vast Summa
theologiae of Thomas Aquinas, which holds a unique place in Western religion and philosophy. Written
between 1266 and 1273, the Summa was conceived by Aquinas as an instructional guide for teachers and
novices and a compendium of all the approved teachings of the Catholic Church. It synthesizes an
astonishing range of scholarship, covering hundreds of topics and containing more than a million and a half
words--and was still unfinished at the time of Aquinas's death.

Here, Bernard McGinn, one of today's most acclaimed scholars of medieval Christianity, vividly describes
the world that shaped Aquinas, then turns to the Dominican friar's life and career, examining Aquinas's
reasons for writing his masterpiece, its subject matter, and the novel way he organized it. McGinn gives
readers a brief tour of the Summa itself, and then discusses its reception over the past seven hundred years.
He looks at the influence of the Summa on such giants of medieval Christendom as Meister Eckhart, its
ridicule during the Enlightenment, the rise and fall of Neothomism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
the role of the Summa in the post-Vatican II church, and the book's enduring relevance today.

Tracing the remarkable life of this iconic work, McGinn's wide-ranging account provides insight into
Aquinas's own understanding of the Summa as a communication of the theological wisdom that has been
given to humanity in revelation.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

The book Thomas Aquinas's "Summa theologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make looking at a book Thomas Aquinas's "Summa theologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious
Books) to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a
book Thomas Aquinas's "Summa theologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books). Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this book?

Ann Wheeler:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Thomas Aquinas's "Summa theologiae":
A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Thomas
Aquinas's "Summa theologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Dawn Bliss:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Thomas Aquinas's "Summa
theologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) is simple to develop you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book
in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Claire Davis:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides have many
advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book Thomas Aquinas's
"Summa theologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) we can take more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Thomas Aquinas's "Summa
theologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books). You can more desirable than now.
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