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When and why do groups target each other for extermination? How do seemingly normal people become
participants in genocide? Why do some individuals come to the rescue of members of targeted groups, while
others just passively observe their victimization? And how do perpetrators and bystanders later come to
terms with the choices that they made? These questions have long vexed scholars and laypeople alike, and
they have not decreased in urgency as we enter the twenty-first century. In this book--the first collection of
essays representing social psychological perspectives on genocide and the Holocaust-- prominent social
psychologists use the principles derived from contemporary research in their field to try to shed light on the
behavior of the perpetrators of genocide. The primary focus of this volume is on the Holocaust, but the
conclusions reached have relevance for attempts to understand any episode of mass killing. Among the
topics covered are how crises and difficult life conditions might set the stage for violent intergroup conflict;
why some groups are more likely than others to be selected as scapegoats; how certain cultural values and
beliefs could facilitate the initiation of genocide; the roles of conformity and obedience to authority in
shaping behavior; how engaging in violent behavior makes it easier to for one to aggress again; the evidence
for a "genocide-prone" personality; and how perpetrators deceive themselves about what they have done.
The book does not culminate in a grand theory of intergroup violence; instead, it seeks to provide the reader
with new ways of making sense of the horrors of genocide. In other words, the goal of all of the contributors
is to provide us with at least some of the knowledge that we will need to anticipate and prevent future such
tragic episodes.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Understanding Genocide: The
Social Psychology of the Holocaust. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

John McKeever:

This book untitled Understanding Genocide: The Social Psychology of the Holocaust to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Ralph Smith:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Understanding
Genocide: The Social Psychology of the Holocaust.

Helen Widner:

Understanding Genocide: The Social Psychology of the Holocaust can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Understanding Genocide: The Social Psychology of the Holocaust although doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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