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Our foremost theorist of myth, fairytales, and folktales explores the magical realm of the imagination where
carpets fly, objects speak, dreams reveal hidden truths, and genies grant prophetic wishes. Stranger Magic
examines the wondrous tales of the Arabian Nights, their profound impact on the West, and the progressive
exoticization of magic since the eighteenth century, when the first European translations appeared.

The Nights seized European readers' imaginations during the siècle des Lumières, inspiring imitations,
spoofs, turqueries, extravaganzas, pantomimes, and mauresque tastes in dress and furniture. Writers from
Voltaire to Goethe to Borges, filmmakers from Raoul Walsh on, and countless authors of children's books
have adapted its stories. What gives these tales their enduring power to bring pleasure to readers and
audiences? Their appeal, Marina Warner suggests, lies in how the stories' magic stimulates the creative
activity of the imagination. Their popularity during the Enlightenment was no accident: dreams, projections,
and fantasies are essential to making the leap beyond the frontiers of accepted knowledge into new scientific
and literary spheres. The magical tradition, so long disavowed by Western rationality, underlies modernity's
most characteristic developments, including the charmed states of brand-name luxury goods, paper money,
and psychoanalytic dream interpretation.

In Warner's hands, the Nights reveal the underappreciated cultural exchanges between East and West, Islam
and Christianity, and cast light on the magical underpinnings of contemporary experience, where mythical
principles, as distinct from religious belief, enjoy growing acceptance. These tales meet the need for
enchantment, in the safe guise of oriental costume.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

The event that you get from Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights may be the more deep
you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights giving you
joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Stranger Magic: Charmed
States and the Arabian Nights instantly.

Lorraine Briggs:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is usually Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights.

Rosemary Perez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Stranger Magic: Charmed States
and the Arabian Nights, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its named reading friends.

Doris Whobrey:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book
Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Stranger Magic:
Charmed States and the Arabian Nights. You can more appealing than now.
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