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When The Unbearable Lightness of Being was first published in English, it was hailed as "a work of the
boldest mastery, originality, and richness" by critic Elizabeth Hardwick and named one of the best books of
1984 by the New York Times Book Review. It went on to win the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Fiction
and quickly became an international bestseller. Twenty years later, the novel has established itself as a
modern classic. To commemorate the anniversary of its first English-language publication, HarperCollins is
proud to offer a special hardcover edition.

A young woman in love with a man torn between his love for her and his incorrigible womanizing; one of
his mistresses and her humbly faithful lover -- these are the two couples whose story is told in this masterful
novel.

Controlled by day, Tereza's jealousy awakens by night, transformed into ineffably sad death-dreams, while
Tomas, a successful surgeon, alternates loving devotion to the dependent Tereza with the ardent pursuit of
other women. Sabina, an independent, free-spirited artist, lives her life as a series of betrayals -- of parents,
husband, country, love itself -- whereas her lover, the intellectual Franz, loses all because of his earnest
goodness and fidelity.

In a world in which lives are shaped by irrevocable choices and by fortuitous events, a world in which
everything occurs but once, existence seems to lose its substance, its weight. Hence we feel, says the
novelist, "the unbearable lightness of being" -- not only as the consequence of our private acts but also in the
public sphere, and the two inevitably intertwine.

This magnificent novel encompasses the extremes of comedy and tragedy, and embraces, it seems, all
aspects of human existence. It juxtaposes geographically distant places (Prague, Geneva, Paris, Thailand, the
United States, a forlorn Bohemian village); brilliant and playful reflections (on "eternal return," on kitsch, on
man and animals -- Tomas and Tereza have a beloved doe named Karenin); and a variety of styles (from the
farcical to the elegiac) to take its place as perhaps the major achievement of one of the world's truly great
writers.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Tate:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Unbearable Lightness of Being: Twentieth Anniversary
Edition.

Bryan Perry:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Unbearable
Lightness of Being: Twentieth Anniversary Edition, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Robert Russell:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book and also novel and The Unbearable Lightness of Being: Twentieth
Anniversary Edition or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes The Unbearable Lightness of Being: Twentieth Anniversary Edition to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Hoyt Adkins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Unbearable Lightness of Being: Twentieth Anniversary Edition when you needed it?
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